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Dawson, New York, New York; Isadore A. 
Wyner, New York, New York; and their succes-
sors, are hereby created and declared to be a 
body corporate of the District of Columbia, 
where its legal domicile shall be, by the name of 
the Big Brothers—Big Sisters of America (here-
inafter referred to as the corporation) and by 
such name shall be known and have perpetual 
succession and the powers, limitations, and re-
strictions herein contained. 

(b) This chapter may be cited as the ‘‘Big 
Brothers—Big Sisters of America’’. 

(Pub. L. 85–870, § 1, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1691; 
Pub. L. 95–167, § 1(a), Nov. 11, 1977, 91 Stat. 1347.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Herein, referred to in subsec. (a), means Pub. L. 

85–870, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1691, as amended, which is 

classified generally to this chapter. For complete clas-

sification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Pub. L. 95–167 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a), substituted ‘‘Big Brothers—Big Sisters of 

America’’ for ‘‘Big Brothers of America’’, and added 

subsec. (b). 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 882 of this title. 

§ 882. Completion of organization 

A majority of the persons named in section 881 
of this title are authorized to complete the orga-
nization of the corporation by the adoption of a 
constitution and bylaws, not inconsistent with 
this chapter, and the doing of such other acts 
(including the selection of officers and employ-
ees in accordance with such constitution and by-
laws) as may be necessary for such purpose. 

(Pub. L. 85–870, § 2, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1691.) 

§ 883. Purposes of corporation 

The purposes of the corporation shall be to aid 
and assist individuals throughout the United 
States of America in the solution of their social 
and economic problems, and assist in their 
health, educational and character development; 
to promote the use of the techniques of such as-
sistance developed by the corporation, by other 
lay and professional agencies and workers, to re-
ceive, invest, and disburse funds and to hold 
property for the purposes of the corporation. 

(Pub. L. 85–870, § 3, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1691; 
Pub. L. 95–167, § 1(b), Nov. 11, 1977, 91 Stat. 1347.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Pub. L. 95–167 substituted ‘‘individuals’’ for 

‘‘boys’’ and struck out ‘‘and Canada’’ after ‘‘United 

States of America’’. 

§ 884. Powers of corporation 

The corporation shall have power— 
(1) to have succession by its corporate name; 
(2) to sue and be sued, complain, and defend 

in any court of competent jurisdiction; 
(3) to adopt, use, and alter a corporate seal; 
(4) to choose such officers, managers, agents, 

and employees as the business of the corpora-
tion may require; 

(5) to adopt, amend, and alter a constitution 
and bylaws, not inconsistent with the laws of 

the United States or any State in which the 
corporation is to operate, for the management 
of its property and the regulation of its af-
fairs; 

(6) to contract and be contracted with; 
(7) to take by lease, gift, purchase, grant, de-

vise, or bequest from any private corporation, 
association, partnership, firm, or individual 
and to hold any property, real, personal, or 
mixed, necessary or convenient for attaining 
the objects and carrying into effect the pur-
poses of the corporation, subject, however, to 
applicable provisions of law of any State (A) 
governing the amount or kind of property 
which may be held by, or (B) otherwise limit-
ing or controlling the ownership of property 
by, a corporation operating in such State; 

(8) to transfer, convey, lease, sublease, en-
cumber, and otherwise alienate real, personal, 
or mixed property; and 

(9) to borrow money for the purposes of the 
corporation, issue bonds therefor, and secure 
the same by mortgage, deed of trust, pledge, 
or otherwise, subject in every case to all appli-
cable provisions of Federal and State laws. 

(Pub. L. 85–870, § 4, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1691.) 

§ 885. Principal office; territorial scope of activi-
ties; agent for service of process 

(a) The principal office of the corporation 
shall be located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
or in such other place as may be later deter-
mined by the board of directors, but the activi-
ties of the corporation shall not be confined to 
that place, but may be conducted throughout 
the various States, Territories, and possessions 
of the United States. 

(b) The corporation shall have in the District 
of Columbia at all times a designated agent au-
thorized to accept service of process for the cor-
poration; and notice to or service upon such 
agent, or mailed to the business address of such 
agent, shall be deemed notice to or service upon 
the corporation. 

(Pub. L. 85–870, § 5, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1692; 
Pub. L. 95–167, § 1(c), Nov. 11, 1977, 91 Stat. 1347.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–167 struck out ‘‘and in 

Canada to the extent permitted by Canadian laws’’ 

after ‘‘possessions of the United States’’. 

§ 886. Membership; voting rights 

Eligibility for membership in the corporation 
and the rights, privileges, and designations of 
classes of members shall, except as provided in 
this chapter, be determined as the constitution 
and bylaws of the corporation may provide. 
Each member of the corporation shall have the 
right to one vote on each matter submitted to a 
vote at all meetings of the members of the cor-
poration. 

(Pub. L. 85–870, § 6, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1692.) 

§ 887. Governing body 

(a) Composition 

Upon the enactment of this chapter the mem-
bership of the initial board of directors of the 
corporation shall consist of the present mem-


